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October 2016 

Bringing Nature Closer to You 
Presented by Luana Coonen 

 

Tuesday, October 18, 2016 at 7:30 pm    
Social half-hour at 7:00 pm with coffee/tea 

 

Courtyard Marriott, 5555 Shellmound, Emeryville, 94605.  The parking lot is a gated surface lot around the 
hotel.  Bring your parking ticket into the hotel; get it validated after the meeting and BSNC will pay the 
parking fee.  Members free with membership card, non-members $5   
 

Luana became self-trained to work with polycarbonate and acrylics 
to expand the possibilities of working with natural materials. Instead 
of working with precious rubies and diamonds, she chooses to work 
with mundane found natural materials- moth wings, bits of lichen, 
leaf skeletons, to amplify these simple objects and bring them a 
new life. Her work is a conversation, to stop and make us question 
what is beautiful, important, and what is hidden in our daily lives 
which we walk by without noticing 

 
She will talk about her journey as a goldsmith working for the last 
15 years with found materials from natural to plastics, especially in 
discovering her voice creating natural-themed jewelry pieces. She 
will go into depth about her aesthetics choices, career lessons, and 
how she became self-taught to work with these unusual materials.  

 
As life has woven into a career, she will discuss the highs and lows her business while moving her 
jewelry studio several times from California, to Ireland & then to Hawaii, and the effects life events 
can have on a business.  
 
Luana will describe her journey to an award-winning designer and successful jewelry business, 
starting with her training right here in the Bay Area, and how keeping the connections to who you are 
and where your home is located are important to keep your aesthetic vision clear. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING FOR CREATIVE PEOPLE – Janice Peacock 
 

On September 20, 2016, Janice Peacock gave a 
presentation to the BSNC to explain how to promote 
yourself and market your work in today’s internet world 
using social media. Janice discussed, in the easiest 
terms for non-techies to understand, the basics of 
Instagram, Facebook, Pinterest, and Twitter; and 
detailed how they are different, whom they appeal to, 
and how to make them work most effectively. 
 
Janice Peacock is known for spending the last twenty-
five years as a glass bead maker, and more recently has 
been sand casting large-scale glass sculptures. She has 
recently also taken on the role of author.  Several years 
ago, while attending a glass bead making class in 
Corning, N.Y., she realized that she was surrounded by 
people who reminded her of some of the characters 
from the mystery novels she liked to read. This 
experience is what inspired her to write her first novel, 
"High Strung". “A Bead in Hand” is the second book in 
her Glass Bead Mystery Series. After she wrote her first 
book, she quickly realized that she needed to market it. 

Social Media Marketing a terrific and inexpensive way 
to reach a large audience, since so many people use 
social media sites today. The biggest issue is which 
avenue to choose and how to make it work the best for 
you.  At any given time, there are mountains of books 
on the market.  At Amazon alone, there are 3.6 million 
books for sale.  Every month there are 20,000 new 
books put out for sale.  
 
There is a lot of help out there for authors who want to 
promote themselves with social media, but for other 
creative types, it’s hard to figure out,  and that’s what 
Janice’s mission is: to help non-users understand the ins 
and outs of using four important social media sites. 
 
One of the first things that it's important to do is to 
choose a consistent username on at least the four major 
social media web sites:  Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
and Pinterest. Having the same user name makes life 
much easier for you, and helps make it easier for people 
to find you on the Internet when using amy search 
engine. 
 
For each of the sites, you should consider what your 
target audience is and consider whether that audience 
is on that social media site. 
 
FACEBOOK (www.facebook.com) has 1.71 billion users.  
You need to first establish a personal account: You can 
have up to 5,000 friends with your personal account. 
Many people have this site only for their friends and 
family and the posts that those people see are not seen 
by the public.  No selling is allowed on your personal 
account.  
 
Once you have a Personal account, only then can you 
establish a business account, which is also called a fan 
page, in order to connect with the fans/customers.  
Your fan page is public and has an unlimited number of 
people who can connect to that page via "liking" it.  
 
Facebook has a great help section to get you started in 
setting up your personal and business accounts, as well 
as many other topics. 
 
TWITTER: (www.twitter.com) has 313 million users.  
With Twitter you can send short messages with a 140 
character limit. Twitter is a fun way to chat with 
someone you don’t really know and start up a real, fast-



 
 

3 

paced conversation with someone who might be 
interested in your business. You can use a # (hash tag) 
to  search for a “topic or group.”  
 
You can also use an “@” (‘at’ sign) to tag (identify) a 
“person”. This @ is in conjunction with a user name. It is 
important to check the name of the person who you are 
tagging to make sure you are tagging the right person, 
as many people may have a similar name and you don’t 
want to accidentally tag the wrong person.   
 
You add people to your feed by “following” them.  It is a 
good idea if someone "follows" you, to follow them 
back. Use pictures on every post to gain more attention.   
 
INSTAGRAM: (www.instagram.com) has 400 million 
users.   
Instagram is all about IMAGES, and is great for people 
who make things.  Using the Instagram app on your 
phone or tablet, you can upload images to your account 
and useR filters and editing tools. You cannot put links 
on the posts, but you can put a link to your profile 
which contains your information, as well as add your 
website in the description of the image.  
 
This site contains posts of pictures of nature, food, 
items for sale, graphics, etc.  You can also shoot and 
post short 60-second videos. When you view a picture 
on Instagram, you can like the image, make comments, 
and share it to Facebook, Twitter, and Facebook 
Messenger. 
 
PINTEREST: (www.pinterest.com) has 100 million users. 
Users spend more time on this site, usually over 15 
minutes, than they do on other social media sites.  They 
have the highest earning power of any of the sites – 
where 28% earn over $100,000/year. 
 
This site has a Bulletin Board concept where you have 
your own account and can save or post any image that 
you like to a one of your boards.  You can set up 
categories and save your favorite images into each 
board, to be able to find them again more easily.  
People use this site to keep track of recipes, DIY (do it 
yourself) projects, designs, cats, beads/beading, 
looming, Kumihimo, polymer clay, etc. 
 
You can also use Pinterest to pin items for sale with a 
link to your website.  People who are interested, can 

save those web images to their own Pinterest boards.  
When they click on the image you have posted, it takes 
them directly to your web site.  You have the option of 
making your board Private or Public. 
 
There are many sources for posts: Google.com/Alerts 

and StumbleUpon.com are two that Janice discussed, 
where you can share posts with others. 
CANVA is a site where you can find or create graphics.    
www.canva.com   
 
LIBRESTOCK gives free graphic images.  
www.librestock.com   
 
UNSPLASH has gorgeous FREE photos. 
www.unsplash.com 
 
AUTOMATION allows you to post simultaneously on 
multiple social media sites.  Janice also recommends 
IFTTT, Buffer, and Hootsuite.  
 
Most important is to remember the interlinking of all 
the aspects of your web persona: User Name, Profile, 
Start Posting, Follow Others. You need to plan on at 
least 30-minutes a day to really WORK your internet 
position. 
 

~Marilyn Peters 
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HOW I USE MATHEMATICS TO WEAVE BEADS – Gwen Fisher
 

Gwen Fisher weaves with beads to appeal to people 
with an affinity to design.  She uses mathematics as an 
inspiration for the structure of her creations.  Pattern 
and order appeal to most people, and her bead art 
appeals to the discovery of the familiar in the 
“unfamiliar.”  The neat thing about bead weaving is that 
it can be created to any scale.  Gwen creates little 
clusters of beads that become as small as a charm to 
put on a chain or cord, keep in your pocket as a "good 
luck" talisman, or as large as a sculpture that can sit on 
your desk.  The neatest part is that she translates her 
over 15 years of mathematical expertise first into use 
with beads, and finally into creating a physical object 
that you can hold in your hands and actually SEE the 
math lesson come to fruition.   
 
To give it a basic explanation: a bead is anything with a 
hole, and that hole can be thought of as sitting on a line 
segment that is oriented in dimensional space.  For 
example, a triangle is composed of 3 line segments, a 
square has four segments; and so then, a three-
dimensional cube has 12. Gwen’s application of 

mathematics to bead weaving was explained, and she 
helped us identify and classify many of her elegantly 
beaded structures.  In her presentation, we were shown 
many examples of objects that she has beaded, and she 
explained the forms that they use.  Gwen showed 
photos of beadwork proving the beauty of mathematics 
and how well it works into bead weaving ~ especially 
with all the wondrous beaded beads that we see in 
beading magazines and online today. 
 
Did you ever play "Battleship" or "Connect the Dots" 
when you were a little kid? The resulting squares are 
called "Tiles". Gwen has created amazing beadwork 
based on geometric tiles and many other basic 
geometric forms.  First, she uses math to simplify a 
complicated form into its elementary parts; then, she 
combines those parts into new, complex forms. Her 
next step is to communicate this journey in symmetry 
to others by way of color, texture and form. On July 
19th, we received a most unusual lesson in 
mathematics. It’s too bad that Gwen was not our math 
teacher back when we were all kids ~ perhaps we would 
have understood this subject much better.  
 
Gwen used to live in San Luis Obispo; and on her way 
from the office to her favorite bar, she usually passed 
the local bead shop.  Well, on one of those trips, she 
happened to peek in the windows; and that was all it 
took. The magic of those little pieces of the rainbow 
grabbed her imagination, and the rest, as they say, is 
history!  She started weaving beads in 2004, while 
working as a university math professor teaching other 
people how to be math teachers.   
 
The first book she purchased was Creative Bead 
Weaving by Carol Wilcox-Wells. This book has become 
the "go-to" bead book for many, many beaders, and it 
certainly was for her.  After devouring every chapter, 
the correlation between beading and her beloved 
mathematics clicked; she started beading and designing 
her own creations.   



 
 

5 

 
By combining left brain and right brain, she merged her 
love of mathematics and the creation of art. She joined 
with Florence Turnour to create "beAd Infinitum" ~ a 
fabulous website that shows examples of their beaded 
beads, bead work, and the tutorials that prove how 
they can combine mathematics, using Algebra and 
Geometry, and beads to create little pieces of absolute 
beauty.  By 2005, they had both dropped out of the 
academic world to explore the artistic world full time.  
 
Gwen started her presentation with a slide of a flower, 
went on to show the symmetry of the layers of petals 
and how it expands layer by layer and from top to 
bottom. I doubt that anyone will look at a flower in the 
same way again.   She continued with the basic forms:  
three sided (triangle), four sided (square), five sided, 
etc., and explained how the walls of each form can be 
expanded out into a three-dimensional world of design.  
She demonstrated the "Prismatic Symmetry" from all 
angles and how the math could be manipulated into 
creating different shapes.  This is also seen in the 
folding of origami shapes.  
 
Her entire life, Gwen has explored the wonder and 
beauty of mathematics ~ her goal is to inspire people to 
join her with her fascination.  Her tutorials/instructions 
enable her to pass on her discoveries of design to 
others to enjoy. Her first math lesson for the night 
started with a simple drawn line.  When you bead, that 
line is the thread.  When you add a bead, you start to 
build a form.  
 
It was amazing to watch as she took the basic forms of 
triangle, square, oblong, etc., and combined them into 
multi-layer forms.  Then, she went to the table and 

grabbed a beautifully beaded orb to prove her example. 
This went on from form to form; and as she passed her 
beaded examples around the room, we really began to 
understand the transformation from concept to reality. 
Gwen works in all the standard beads: sizes 15°, 11°, 
and 8°.  Each beaded form was explained by showing 
the angles and how they were rotated ~ side to side to 
side, mirrored side to side, or inverted inside itself. 
 
This is nothing new. The ancient Chinese have carved 
jades that reflect many of these shapes. Wikipedia has 
pages and pages covering all the shapes.  Most of the 
forms contain reflections of the various sides that 
mirror the angles.  Gwen has had the most fun 
recreating these forms with her beading. One example 
was to unfold a Chinese take-out container, use beads 
to recreate the folds, and then determine how to put it 
back together again.  The main goal is to identify 
repeating patterns of a form, then to recreate it with 
beads and thread. She gave us an exercise to play with: 
using graph paper, to draw squares called tiles, draw a 
triangle on each of the square’s sides, connect these 
forms onto multiple sides until it is long enough to make 
a bracelet, put beads onto the drawings at every edge, 
and then figure out the beads’ thread path.  

 
Many people have heard of Burning Man.  Well, Gwen 
worked with friends to recreate one of her forms, a 
"Sierpinski Tetrahedron"  that has 384 edges, out of 
baseball bats and balls (where the lines become bugles 
and beads).  
 
Gwen has had articles published in “Beadwork” and 
“Bead & Button” magazines.  She has published 
numerous papers on bead weaving and other forms of 
mathematical art. There are tutorials for sale, as well 
some wonderful free patterns, on her website: 
http://beadinfinitum.com, as well as on her Etsy site at 
https://www.etsy.com/shop/gwenbeads.   
 
 

~Marilyn Peters 
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Calendar of Events 
October 18, 2016 
Tuesday, 7pm 

October Speaker: Luana Coonan Courtyard Marriott 
 Emeryville, CA 94605 

November 12-13, 2016 
Saturday 10am-6pm 
Sunday 10am-5pm 

Xsotica, The Garden of Beadin’, Natural Touch and many others will be exhibiting at 
the 18th Annual Bay Area Bead Extravaganza! 

Oakland Marriott City Center 
10th & Broadway 
Oakland, CA  

November 25-27, 2016 
Friday 12pm-6pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm 
Sunday 11am-5pm 

The Garden of Beadin’ will be at the San Mateo Intergem Show with seedbeads, Czech 
glass, stringing material and beading supplies. BSNC Members get 10% off with their 
card. Call 2 weeks ahead of the show with any special orders. Visit GardenofBeadin.com  
for more info. 

San Mateo County Event 
Center (Expo Hall) 
1346 Saratoga Drive 
San Mateo, CA 94403 

November 15, 2016 
Tuesday, 7pm 

November Speaker: Mary Karg Courtyard Marriott 
 Emeryville, CA 94605 

January 17, 2017 
Tuesday, 7pm 

January Speaker: Rosanna Falabella Courtyard Marriott 
 Emeryville, CA 94605 

February 21, 2017 
Tuesday, 7pm 

February Speaker: Kate McKinnon Courtyard Marriott 
 Emeryville, CA 94605 
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Tamara Hill will be participating and displaying her ‘one-of-a-kind’ necklace adornments 

 in the HAND MADE HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE at the Jessel Gallery in Napa, during November and 
December 2016. (voted the best gallery in Napa Valley) 

Located at: 1019 Atlas Peak Road, Napa, CA 
Opening Reception: Friday, November 4th 

additional Parties: on Sat. Dec. 3rd & Sun. Dec. 4th 
 
 

SPECIALTY BEADS TRUNK SHOW AT UBEADQUITOUS 
September 26 - October 9, 2016 

9111 Windsor Road, Windsor, CA  95492 
707-838-3953 

Find us on facebook or www.ubeadquitous.com  
 
 

BERKELEY ARTISANS HOLIDAY OPEN STUDIOS 
A free self-guided tour of 100  artists, craftspeople and galleries 

 Weekends 11-6pm: November 26-27 & December 3-4, 10-11, 17-18  
Various locations in Berkeley and nearby 

100 artists, craftspeople and galleries open their doors to the public. 
Jewelry, blown glass, mosaics, painting, sculpture, ceramics and more. 

Map and list available on our website www.berkeleyartisans.com 
Maps printed in The Express weekly during this FREE event. 

 

http://www.gardenofbeadin.com/
http://www.ubeadquitous.com/
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DISCOUNTS FOR BSNC MEMBERS! 

The following stores offer discounts – show your current membership card 

ALAMEDA 
Bead Inspirations  www.BeadInspirations.com 
1544 Park Street  Tel: 510-337-1203 
10% discount except class fees, books, consignment jewelry & 
instructor material kits. 
 
BENICIA 
Beading Around the Bush 
126 East E Street  Tel: 707-747-9094 
15% discount except for classes, books & sale items. 
 
BERKELEY 
Baubles & Beads  www.BaublesandBeads.com 
1676 Shattuck Avenue  Tel: 510-644-2323 
15% discount except for classes, books & sale items. If 
shopping online, use coupon code NCBS15. 
 
BROWNS VALLEY 
Wild Things Beads  www.WildThingsBeads.com 
PO Box 356  Tel: 530-743-1339 
20% discount on Czech pressed beads and fire polish. 
 
CONCORD 
Just Bead It!  www.JustBeadItConcord.com 
2051 Harrison Street, Suite C  Tel:925-682-6943 
 
DANVILLE 
Cottage Jewel  www.CottageJewel.com 
100 Prospect Avenue  Tel: 925-837-2664 
10-15% off everything not marked net. 
 
GARBERVILLE 
Garden of Beadin’  www.GardenofBeadin.com 
752 Redwood Drive  Tel: 800-232-3588 
Fax: 707-923-9160  Email: Beads@asis.com 
10% off for all BSNC members, in our store or at any of our 
shows. Does not apply to already discounted merchandise. 
 
OAKLAND 
Blue Door Beads  www.BlueDoorBeads.com 
4167 Piedmont Ave  Tel: 510-652-2583 

10% discount on classes. 15% discount on all full price 
loose beads & strands. Sign up for our E-Newsletter to 
receive exclusive links to our TrueBlue loyalty program, 
offering discounts and coupons. 
 

SAN JOSE 
Sew Bedazzled 
1068 Lincoln Avenue  Tel: 408-293-2232 
10% discount except on classes. 
 
SANTA CRUZ 
Kiss My Glass 
660A 7th Avenue  Tel: 831-462-3077 
15% Discount 
 
VACAVILLE 
Beads on Main  www.BeadsonMain.com 
313 Main St.   Tel:707-446-1014 
10%  discount at our bead store. Does not apply to finished 
jewelry, magazines/books, class fees, already discounted 
merchandise & Swarovski crystal packs.  or if member is 
eligible for our wholesale customer discount. 
 
VALLEJO 
Beads in Pomegranate Seeds 
538 C Florida Street  Tel: 707-557-3337 
10% Discount 
 
INTERNET STORES 
Beadshaper  www. Beadshaper.com 
coupon code is: BSNC58713coupon 
 10% discount on handcrafted items bought directly from 
Beadshaper through the Beadshaper web site and at the 
Beadshaper booth at shows in Northern California. This does 
not apply to Beadshaper items sold at art galleries, boutiques, 
or through  another vender. The discount only applies to 
items created by the Beadshaper. It does not apply to 
Beadshaper classes or items purchased by the Beadshaper for 
resale. It cannot be applied  together with any other discount. 
 
Natural Touch  www.NaturalTouchBeads.com 
Tel: 707-781-0808  
NCBS members receive 10% off their Resin Bead Purchases. 
Put note in comments section of checkout or call 
707.781.0808 Discount does not apply to sale items or 
markdowns. 
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Annual Membership Dues, which include digital mailings and meetings are $25 per year. The year begins on the month 
you join. Dues are accepted at monthly meetings or can be paid online using PayPal or a credit card, or with a 
Membership Application printed from our website. 

President/Show Manager   TERI LAWSON   ShowManager@BeadSocietyofNorCal.org 
Vice President/Volunteer Coordinator JULIE HANKS   Volunteer@BeadSocietyofNorCal.org 
Secretary/Program Chair   MARILYN PETERS  ProgramChair@BeadSocietyofNorCal.org 
Treasurer     JUDY SINCLAIR   Treasurer@BeadSocietyofNorCal.org 
Assistant Treasurer    LISA CLAXTON  
Newsletter Editor      Newsletter@BeadSocietyofNorCal.org 


